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GASTROECONOMY

Creative Recipes from Finland

Original stery publisned in FRAMER Magazine
by FRAME Finnish Fund for Art Exchange
Produced by Kasino Creative Stiidio (2011)
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Remixed 2014
Story/lllustrations Eeta Yhi-Vakkuri

Qriginal Photos Jesse Sipola & Jussi Puikkonen

Thankks Heis, Pekka % Hanna

Qtiginal story “Paying the Bil| without Money” for Kasino Creative
Studio. ConhtentDirectorJonathan Mander / AD Pekka Toivonen
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ELIXIR OF ELITE (39,206 /36,80€)
3/5 Cranberry Juice

1/5 VodKa

145 Cranberry Lidueur
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After same lobbying | got the oppartunity to perform at the Framer
issue #02 Magazine launch party at a restaurant in central Helsinki. |
took it as an opportunity to swap my position from a guest to the role
as restaurant customer service personnel, During the night | worked
alonhgside in-house staff as a waiter, cleaner, door man etc. changing
my uniform to match each job. It was easy to slide into the kitchen
and start working.

The restaurant is dependent of rented workforce. These extras are
supplied by large companies, and are ofteh called on duty on a few
hours notice. They seldom know the place they work at in advance.

| had the most fun serving free drinks and food for the guests. Some
friends recognised me, but they didnt think much of it—itis, after all,
common to fund creative work with all kinds of odd-jobs.

I did most of the work behind curtains and sweating in the dishroom
with an extra called Robert, who t{aught me the ropes. | was a wel-
come addition to the workfarce and much needed in the kitchen. |
felt guilty leaving Rebert alone, when | was ocoasionally called to go
downstairs to Serve as a daorman.,

To slir things ub | also spread rumours of varjous art world celebri-
ties, who | claimed were attending the party. Rumours heard from a
waiter started circulating without critigue. 1 chose names of “the most
influential people in the warld of art” from the recently published “The
AnReview Paower 1007 list. Most of the names where unfamiliar to
both me and the guests. If someone is still under the impression that
Slavoj Zizek was at the party, | have to disappoint you —he was not.

With the fee from this gig [ covered my dekts. Since | was such &

good sport, | still think the world still owes me more. So, if you have
tips on how to whip up some funds quickly please let me know.
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| arrive an hour pefore my guests and det a seal at a taple in the
centre of the restaurant. It's a fancy place, where employees opeh
the doors fo the toilets. The staff act so polite that I'm afraid to ask
for service. The atrival of my guest s a relief, since they can educate
me an how fo call for waitets ih a paolite but effective manher. This
evehing is my treat. | anly have a hand-written [ettet containing 2
ptoposal with me. | don’t intend to pay for what we have. We start
with cranbefry drinks.
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