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Neighborizome -group (Heini Aho, Leena Kela & Eero Yli-Vakkuri)
worked as the Kone foundation Lauttasaari manor construction pe- Illustrations and texts: Eero Yli-Vakkuri
riod residency artist 2017-18. With the support of Kone foundation. eero@storijapan.net / +358505729743




Architect Eyal Weizman has studied the strategies of the Israel
Defense Forces and identified how post-structuralist theory is used
to guide the movement of troops through the city. Soldiers and
tacticians are trained to see the city as “operational architects”.
Highways are built as walls-of-speed which segregate populations
and seemingly innocent structures, such as homes on the Israeli
outposts, are built so that they serve military purposes. These
constructions can be identified as a from of sinister dark-infra-
structure. I believe that Weizman’s analysis can be extended to
criticize a variety of features embedded in contemporary lifes-
tyles. We should investigate modernist urban landscapes built to
facilitate automobility as dark-infrastructure. “Cars exert spatial
and temporal dominance over their surroundings” says sociologist
John Urry. Cars touch the environment through pollution as one
third of greenhouse emissions are caused by transportation.
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Modern cities are dependent on citizens who are capable of self-re-
gulation. This is evident in our road transport systems. Contem-
porary lifestyles rely on cars and each driver is granted a right to
catapult a one to two ton steel cage through densely populated
areas. The road transport system is an exercise of trust. Drivers are
granted the responsibility for the lives of others. Ritualistic perfor-
mances manifesting trust emerge daily on highways and suburban
roundabouts. An independent self-regulating driver, expressing
their free will, serves as the foundation for the road etiquette.
Attacks made with cars are shocking because they deconstruct the
foundation of this modern driver subjectivity.

In the aftermath of the attacks some politicians are targeting the
notion of public space as a site meant to foster free speech and
public assembly. City dwellers now fear that governments will li-
mit the use of public space and pass espionage laws which threaten
free speech. Roadblocks, barricades and digital fences are being
built to control our movements. Cities are steadily developing into
bastion forts, where even our private life are surveilled. How can
we counteract these developments? The “we” I'm calling for are
people who imagine that they are able to responspond to the these
threats.
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